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"ADDRESS" 

(By the Canadian settlers of the Willamette Valley to the 
American settlers on proposed political organization.) 

TRANSLATION BY P. J. FREIN. 

We, the Canadian citizens, inhabitants of (this word looks 
like Wallamet which would be about the way a Frenchman 
would write "Willamette") considering with interest and re- 
flection the subject which has brought the people to this as- 
sembly, do present to the citizens of American extraction, and 
particularly to the gentlemen who have solicited the said 
assembly, the unanimous expression of our cordial sentiments, 
of our desire for union and for perpetual and unalterable peace 
among us all, and considering our duty and interest of the new 
colony, we declare : 

1st. That we desire laws or regulations for the well being 
of ourselves, and for the security of our property and our 
labors. 

2nd. That we will not rebel against the measures of that 
nature passed last year by a part of the people; although we 
do not approve certain regulations nor certain kinds of laws. 
Let those (last year's — P. J. F.) magistrates finish their year. 
(This last clause seems to have been inserted as an after- 
thought— P. J. F.) 

3rd. That we will not make new demands upon the Ameri- 
can government because it is not decided that this land belongs 
to it and because we have our reasons, until the time for fixing 
the boundary of the States (U. S.) be decided upon. 

4th. That we object to too anticipatory regulations which 
may lead to lawsuits over boundary stones, supposed directions, 
and the registry of lands, in view of the fact that we have no 
guarantees from the government to be established, and that 
perhaps even tomorrow all those measures may be abrogated. 

Sth. That we do not desire a kind of temporary government 
which may be too individual and too encumbent with officers 
useless to us in our poverty, and who would be a burden to the 
colony rather than an advantage to it. Moreover, lawyers and 
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literary men are too rare and have too much to do in a country 
so new* 

6th. That we want rather the system of senate, or Council, 
to decide quarrels, punish crimes, except capital punishment, 
and to make suitable regulations for the people. 

7th. That the Council might be elected and composed of 
members from all parts of the country, after the manner of 
civilized countries, to act in a body, or to be represented par- 
ticularly by the president, for example, and by a justice of the 
peace for each part of the country, except the right of appeal 
to the entire body of the Senate. 

8th. That those members be asked to devote their attention 
to their own and the public's welfare, through the love of right 
rather than through hope, of gain, so as to remove from the 
mind of the people all suspicion of personal interest on the part 
of their representatives and honorable legislators. 

9th. That every law burdensome and oppressive to the peo- 
ple — especially to the newcomers — must be avoided. Such are 
imposts, useless taxes, all kinds of registration. (This prob- 
ably means things that had to be registered to make them legal, 
and possibly requiring a stamp of the government, P. J. F.) 
We will have none of them. 

10th. That the militia is useless at this time and rather a 
source of danger because the tribes of savages may take 
umbrage at them ; they are also the cause of delay in the neces- 
sary (public — P. J. F.) works and at the same time they are a 
financial burden. We will have none of them either, for the 
present. 

11th. That we consider this country as free, today and until 
it has been decided by the two governments; free for every- 
body to establish themselves in it without any distinction of 
origin, and without any right to fine them so that they may be- 
come pretended citizens of English, Spanish or American al- 
legiance. 

12th. That, thus, we intend to be free, we, the subjects of 
England, as well as those of France, of Ireland, of California, or 
of the United States, or even the native Indians ; and we desire 
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a union with all respectable citizens who wish to establish them- 
selves in this country, where we ask to be free to make any 
regulation suitable to our needs, with the general provision 
that we have some manner of redress for any grievance done 
us by foreigners and that our customs and our reasonable rights 
be respected. 

13th. That we are ready to submit to a legitimate and rec- 
ognized government, if such come. 

14th. That nobody is more desirous than we of prosperity 
of welfare, and of general peace — and especially of the guar- 
antee of our liberty and of our rights. That is our hope for 
all who are now becoming and who will hereafter become our 
fellow citizens, and for long years of peace! (Here is added 
the Old French: li suivent les nos — meaning "may we attain 
unto it") 

15th. That it be not forgotten that laws are needed only for 
necessary cases. The more laws there are, the more oppor- 
tunity for knavery on the part of lawyers and the greater will 
be the trouble perhaps, some day. 

16th. That, besides the members called to the legislative 
hall to discuss and pass regulations for the needs of the colony, 
every honest person shall have the right to take part in the dis- 
cussions and to give his opinion, since the welfare of all is at 
stake. 

17th. That it be remembered, during a lawsuit, that import- 
ance should be given to ordinary proofs of fact rather than to 
subtle points of law, so that justice may be attained and that 
trickery be not practiced. 

18th. That in a new country, the greater the number of men 
employed and paid by the public, the fewer the men left for 
industries. 

S. SMITH, 

JOSEPH K. GERVAIS, 
FRANCIS RENAY, 
CHAS. E. PICKETT, 
S. M. HOLDERNESS. 
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Nous les citoyens canadiens, habitans du Wallamet, consid- 
erant avec interet et reflexion le suyet qui reunit le peuple a la 
presente assemblee presentons aux citoyens d'origine americaine 
et particulierement aux messieurs qui ont sollicite la dite as- 
semblee T unanime expression de nos sentimens de cor- 
dialite, de desir d 9 union et de paix perpetuelle et inalterable 
entre tant de monde en vue de notre devoir et de Y interet de la 
nouvelle colonie et declarons : 

1° Que nous souhaitons des lois ou reglemens pour le bien- 
etre de nos personnes et la securite de nos biens et de nos 
travaux. 

2 Que nous ne voulons point nous rebeller contre les 
mesures de ce genre passees Y annee derniere par une partie du 
peuple ; quoi que nous n' approuvions point certains reglemens 
ni certains modes de loi. Que ces magistrats achevent Y annee. 

3 Que nous ne voulons point adresser de nouvelle demande 
au gouvernement americain par ce qu' il n' est pas decide que 
ce terrain lui appartienne, et par ce que nous avons nos raisons, 
en attendant que la ligne soit decidee pour fixer les frontieres 
des Etats. 

4 Que nous nous opposons aux reglemens trop anticipes et 
exposant a des suites pour les bornes, les directions supposees 
et les enregestremens des terres, vu que nous n'avons pas de 
garanties vis avis du gouvernement a venir, et que peut-etre des 
demain toutes ces mesures seront brisees. 

5 Que nous ne voulons pas d' un mode de gouvernement 
temporaire trop individuel et trop rempli de grades inutiles a 
notre pauverete et surchargeants plutot la colonie qu' il ne Y 
avancerait. D' ailleurs les hommes de loi et de lettres sont trop 
rares et ont trop a faire dans un pays si nouveau. 

6 Que nous desirons plutot le mode de senat ou conseil pour 
juger les differens, punir les crimes (excepts la peine de tnort), 
et faire les reglemens convenables au peuple. 

7 Que ce conseil pourrait etre elu et compose de membres 
de toutes les parties du pays, sur le plan des pays civilises, pour 
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agir en corps, ou se faire representer en particulier par le presi- 
dent, par exemple, et par un juge de paix, sauf le droit de rappel 
an corps du senat entier. 

8 Que ces membres soient pries de s' interesser a leur bien- 
etre et a celui du public par amour du bien plutot que par espoir 
de recompense afin d' oter de V estime du peuple tout soupson 
d' interet dans les personnes de leurs representans et respect- 
ables legislateurs. 

9 Qu' il faut eviter toute loi surchargeante et penible au 
peuple, surtout aux nouveaux arrivans; les impots, les taxes 
inutiles, les enregistremens quelconques sont de oe generenous 
n' en voulons point. 

10 Que la milice est inutile a present et plutot un danger 
d' ombrage pour les nations Sauvages, et un retardement aux 
travaux necessaires, en meme terns que c' est une charge nous 
n' en voulons point non plus a present. 

11 Que nous regardons le pays comme libre aujour d' hui 
jusqu' a ce qu'il aitete decide entre les gouvernemens, libre a 
tout individu de s' y etablir sans distinction d' origine et sans 
droit a lui faire payer pour qu' il devienne citoyen soit de pre- 
tention Anglaise, espagnole ou Americaine. 

12 Qu' ainsi nous pretendons etre libre, nous sujets anglais 
aussi bien que ceux de France, d' Irlande, de Californie ou des 
Etats-Unis, ou du pays meme; et nous desirons Y union avec 
tous les citoyens respectables qui veulent s' etablir dans le pays 
ou-nous demandons de nous reconnoitre libre entre nous de 
faire tel ou tel reglement convenable a nos besoins^ sauf la 
reserve generale d' avoir moyen de justice de tout etranger qui 
nous offenseroit — et que nos coutumes et nos pretensions rai- 
sonnables soient respectees. 

13 Que nous sommes prets a nous soumettre a un gouverne- 
ment legitime et connu, s' il vient. 

14 Que personne n' est plus desireux que nous le sommes 
de la prosperite, de Y amelioration et de la paix generale et 
surtout de la garantie de nos libertes et de nos droits. Cest le 
voeu que nous faisons pour tous ceux qui deviennent ou qui 
deviendront nos compatriotes — et pour de longues annees de 
paix! 
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li suivent les nos. 

15 Qu' on n' oublie pas qu' il ne faut de lois que pour les 
cas necessaires. Plus il y a de lois, plus il y a d' occasion de 
fourberie pour ceux qui en font profession, et plus il y aura 
peut-etre de derangement un jour. 

16 Qu' outre les membres appeles a la chambre d* assemblee 
pour discuter et regler les besoins de la colonie, toute personne 
honnete ait droit de prendre fait et cause dans ces conferences 
et de donner son avis, puis qu'il s' agit des affaires de tons. 

17 Q* on n' oublie pas, dans un proces, qu' avant toute sub- 
tilite sur Y accomplissement des points de la loi les preuves or- 
dinaires de certitude du fait sont a faire valoir, afin de rendre 
justice et non pas d' exercer a la ruse. 

18 Dans un pays nouveau, plus il y a d' hommes employes 
et payes par le public, moins il en reste pour Y industrie. 

S. SMITH, Prest. 
FRANCIS RENAY i y . p 

JOSEPH X GERVAIS f V1S rresL 
CHAS. E. PICKETT l c^ rAfat1c / ? x 
S. M. HOLDERNESS ) bectretans 10 



